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‘JINNAH’ – A HISTORICAL EPIC 
DVD RELEASE ACHIEVES MAINSTREAM ACCEPTANCE 
 

 
Jinnah, starring Christopher Lee (‘Lord of the Rings’, ‘Star Wars – Episodes II & III’, 
‘Man with the Golden Gun’) in the title role, is the much-anticipated story of the 
founder of Pakistan.  
 
Told in an absorbing fashion, the vast historical epic follows the life of Mohammed Ali 
Jinnah, the hugely important but often-misrepresented world leader. 
 
The response to the initial Press screening was so positive, that the Distributor, 
Asiangold Ltd., has scaled the DVD release nationally in order to make the film 
available to a larger, more diverse audience 
 
Kicking off with a personal appearance and signing by Christopher Lee at London’s 
Harrods on Oct. 5th, the DVD will be available through HMV, Virgin, Choices, MVC, 
and most High Street retailers in addition to Asian superstore Moviebox, and online 
at www.cdguru.com. 
 
‘We increased the breadth of distribution as we believe the film will appeal not only to 
those interested in the history of Pakistan, but to all fans of Mr. Lee, who believes it is 
the most important film he has made.’ commented Asiangold Sales Manager, Mitul 
Raja 
 
About The DVD: 
The film opens shortly after partition in 1947 with a dying Jinnah being rushed to 
hospital. In an unusual twist, Jinnah awakens in a computer room, where a decision 
on his eternal soul will be made. Unfortunately Jinnah’s data file is missing and the 
computers are malfunctioning which means a decision cannot be taken on his path 
from hereon. Thus enters the narrator and guide played by the legendary Shashi 
Kapoor, who examines Jinnah’s life by escorting him back in time. This structural 
change lightens the tone, allows for debate and puts into perspective the traumatic 
events surrounding the independence of India and its subsequent partition.   
 
Christopher Lee’s portrayal of Jinnah is mesmerising and never less than convincing, 
Lee not only resembles Jinnah but his performance brings the world leader to life. 
 
"For me as an actor, it's certainly the most important part I have ever played and as far as I am any 
judge, it is the best performance I have given on screen in 57 years. I am very proud of this movie and it 
should be seen" Christopher Lee. 
 
The supporting cast is outstanding, with James Fox (Patriot Games, Mystic 
Masseur) as Lord Mountbatten, Shashi Kapoor (Silsila, Kabhi Kabhie) as the Guide, 
Maria Aitkin (Fish Called Wanda) as Lady Mountbatten, Shireen Shah (Bhaji on the 
Beach, Casualty) as Fatima Jinnah, Sam Dastor as Gandhi, Robert Ashby as 
Nehru and Richard Lintern as the young Jinnah. 
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Director and co-writer Jamil Dehlavi has created an epic portrayal of history. 
Visualised by renowned Director of Photography Nic Knowland and supported by a 
grand score, the film depicts an important era in history and must be seen. 
 
The DVD, A 2 Disc Collector’s Edition, releases on Sept. 27th 2004, and contains 
several special features, including an exclusive documentary featuring Christopher 
Lee. The revealing `inside look' of his experiences through his legendary acting 
career which has included Lord of the Rings, The Wicker Man, Star Wars, The Man 
with the Golden Gun, and now Jinnah, is a must see for every fan. 
 
REVIEWS: 
 

“The film is originally constructed and Christopher Lee’s performance is 
remarkable”  Evening Standard 

 
“A sweeping historical epic. The cast is outstanding. Christopher Lee is 
tremendously moving in his ability to illuminate the inner life of a man of 

unflinching dignity.” Los Angeles Times 
 

“Christopher Lee plays Jinnah with conviction and his performance is 
outstanding.” The News, Pakistan 

 
 

- Ends – 
 
 
For further information, photography, interviews and competitions, please contact: 
 
UK  
Asiangold Ltd. on 020 8531 1600 
Mitul Raja   mitul@cdguru.com 
Manan Bhansali manan@cdguru.com   
 
US 
Asiangold Inc on 1 848 391 6665 
Bimal Dhami  bimal@cdguru.com 

 
Notes to editors: 
 
·  CAST: 

Christopher Lee  Mohammed Ali Jinnah  
James Fox   Lord Mountbatten    
Maria Aitken  Lady Mountbatten  
Shashi Kapoor  The Guide    
Richard Lintern  Young Jinnah   
Shireen Shah  Fatima Jinnah   
Robert Ashby  Jawaharlal Nehru   
Indira Varma  Ruttie Jinnah   
Sam Dastor  Mahatma Gandhi   
Shakeel Liaquat  Ali Khan    
 
Produced and directed by Jamil Dehlavi. 
Written by Jamil Dehlavi and Akbar Ahmed. 

 
See Attached for additional information 


