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/ƘŜŀǇŜǊΣ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΣ ŜŀǎƛŜǊΧ 
Softalk launches rival to Microsoft Exchange 

 
Softalk has announced the release of Softalk Share Server, which will be sold as a simpler, lower-priced 
ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǘƻ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǊǾŜǊǎΦ  {ƻŦtalk, the global developer of collaboration 
and email software, has designed a new collaboration server to enable small and medium-sized businesses to 
instantly share Microsoft Outlook folders so changes made in Outlook are available immediately.  Previously, 
ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘΩǎ ǇǊŜƳƛum-priced Exchange or Small Business Server, as most competitor 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǳǇŘŀǘŜ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ ŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ. 
 
Softalk Share Server enables users to share both personal and public Outlook folders, including email, 
calendars, contacts, notes and tasks. Users and permissions can be set-up quickly with four clicks, without the 
need for the complex configuration required to use Microsoft Exchange. Softalk Share Server has been 
designed for non-IT specialists to install and use. Access to folders can be set by user groups, further simplifying 
administering permissions. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ƻŦ {ƻŦǘŀƭƪ {ƘŀǊŜ {ŜǊǾŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
has minimal hardware requirements, both of which mean it has a much lower cost of ownership than Microsoft 
Exchange or Small Business {ŜǊǾŜǊΣέ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ {ƛƳƻƴ .ŀǘŜǎΣ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŎƘƛŜŦ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ {ƻŦǘŀƭƪΦ 
 
Softalk Share Server does not need a dedicated Windows Server computer, which means lower hardware and 
software license costs. It can also be used on either existing 32-bit Windows computers or new 64-bit 
computers, unlike Exchange 2007 that needs a dedicated 64-bit Windows Server with an Active Directory 
domain. For smaller companies Softalk Share Server can even run on a workstation that is also being used by 
an Outlook user. 
 
If businesses upgrade from existing individual Outlook personal store folders (PST) then Softalk Share Server 
automatically migrates the data into the new store ready for sharing. Microsoft Exchange Server provides users 
with empty folders forcing them to manually copy their data. Softalk Share Server is first set-up to 
automatically run full and incremental back-ups. If individual folders are deleted then they can be restored in 
seconds, unlike Exchange where users need to restore the entire store to recover data. 
 
Small and medium size businesses can expand Softalk Share Server far more easily than Microsoft Small 
Business Server which has a maximum of 75 users (above this businesses must move to Exchange Server, 
running on two separate servers). Softalk Share Server can simply be expanded by purchasing more licenses. 
 
Softalk Share Server starts at $275 for five users and for up to 25 users is less than half the cost of Microsoft 
Small Business Server. More users are even lower cost with Softalk Share Server at $2695 for 100 users, 
compared to Microsoft Exchange Server at around $7000. 
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